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Opening presents
Front: Thagne, Brittneg, Loreen, Au]areg, ; ;
Leslie, Lana, Dixon, Jancy At the San Diego Temple:
Back: Jaxon, Dave, Christie, Lisa, Jared, Jill, Larry, Lisa, Steve Leslie, Greg, Laura, Greg, Kelly, Lawson,
Jetf, Caleb Loreen, Todd, Lana, Dixon, Aaron, Christie, Dave

Bri@a, Dave C}:u:istie, .Ou.d\;h;n, Li.sa,
Greg and Laura plaging cards.

% e 4 . At the beach with Brittney, [{annah,
Steve, Di.xon, Aaron, Loreen, Jiﬂ, Ant]nong, Au]:)reg, Laura, Tanner, Keﬂg,
Tiﬂemg and La.rrg plaging Dominoes Zad:larg, Megujre and TiHang
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Life is good for us. We had a great summen break, the highlight being our tuip to
California. We loved being with evoupone and had a great time at Sea Weld, Disneyland, the beach and
pecl, and especially at the temple. The kids otill tall about it most eveny dayy.

Lavne tooft Bruianna and Jeff fame with fiex and Erougflit them backt to vizona after a couple of weelts.
We enjoyed spending time with her, Ondylyn and Zachany at Leslic’s (we even caught a tarantule for
Ondylyn’s bug collection) and seeing the Wilsor’s new home. Fhen the Dye’s came to. aur house for a cauple
of days. We had dinner at Lavuy’s house and had a nice visit. Jt has been so great to live closer to family
because we neally misoed it!

Calel. is sa much fun! Fe tuwned 2 on Qug. 15. He got some of his favonite things - a Bob the Builder
maovie, a couple of tractons, and a stick fonse. Fe loves to say, “ITt's mine. J got it Disneyland.” (UL the Rids
fiad swim lessans aven the summer and J was in a Mom-n-Jat class with Calel. Fe did great and loved it.
By the end of the class, I would put him on the side of the poal and scoot back about five feet, e would go
into the water and swim under water to mel!! We wene all sa impressed. Fe alsa learned that he loves
qumping off the diving boord to Tedd. Ne fear!

(uborey is in Preochool and ofie is tafing a tumbling class. She wants to be a gymnast when she grows up.

Hannak tuwed 7 on June 29th and had a Core Bear cake. Brittney and FHannah staxted school en
(ugust 12 (Buittney in Jth grade and Hannak in 2nd.) and are deing well. Jhey are getting te frow newr
teachiens , fuiends, and a new schiaal (this is anly the secand year for the schical). The Principal is Momen
and we bought our house from his secnetarny (not Mowunon). She is a neat lady and has fept track of the
ginls and helped them out. They don’t get home until 4:15 which seems neally late to me. JThen with after
ocfioel activities, the days just seem to fly! They are taking an (nts and Crafts class ence a weekk fox eight
weefts. They are loving it - it's one of thein favonrite things to do! FHannak fuas lost a couple of teeth Lately
and fias a veuy cute smile. Jhey ane otill practicing the pianc and we finally found them a teactier. We did
buy a pianc. and we love it!!! Jts a Yamaha and it's beautiful.

Jedd was called te be the Financial Clenk in the warnd. J was called to be the (ssistant Secretary in the
Relief Saciety. Cen wand és fuge but we have felt veny welcomed and fave felt the stvength of the mernbers
frete.

We lifte our new home (fere is a picture) and are R
adjusting te life in (izona. We have had lots and lots ‘ 3
of eaciting adventuwies with ivigation, animals, efc.
would put in the picture of when J got a black eye fror
slipping in the Gatfnoom, but thene just isn’t
Uctually, J dew’t want it in print because it €

of guass and tall twes, something J didw’t expect ‘- = el
one fiour an the riding lawn mower. Not bad. We are S e
foping to put in a winter goden but will for sure put one

in neatt yeav.

New Addresses and phone numbers:
Todd and Loreen Coons Greg and Leslie Wilson
16722 E. Willis Rd. 123 Grierson
Gilbert, AZ 85296 Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613
(480) 988-1499 (520) 459-3330




Lawson anhd Kelly:

The kids started school last week. Cason is
in junior high now — webrd! Tamner is in 4t
and Thayne is in 244, They are all enjoying
school so far. Landon will start preschool
and he is way excited about that!

Landon got his cast off and his pins out of his arm.
He still favors that arm a Little but is using it more and
yaove.

Tanner and Thaywe will be starting soccer games
again soow. They've both been practicing for a while now.

L an veally enjoying my calling in Yyoung men's. |
always enjoyed the eloers quorum callings t had but this
calling is a Lot wmore fun!

we were able to work things out so ( could quit my 244
Job with Kownections. That is a big velief to us. t will
mare our evenings and Saturdays a lot more relaxed
and hopefully help us to be able to get wmore things done
avound the house and all.

We sure enjoyed the family reunion. We were sad to
come back home whew it was over. Big thanks to Larry
for doing such a great job plawning a great family
reunion!!

Love You all and hope everyone is well.

[Laha and Aaron:

Our biggest news is that Aaron got
put in as Branch President of the Pavillion
Branch on Sun.. August 29. It will be a
good thing for our family. We talked to the
kids about it at FHE the week before and
told them not to tell anybody. When we got
to church one of my friends came up and
said that Jaxon had told her that Aaron was
going to be the new Stake President. He
hadn’t told anyone else but he was just
busting.

The kids started school on the 24™ and
they both really like their classes and their
teachers. Their schedule is the same — they
leave at 7:30 and get home at 4:30

The kids finished out well in their rodeos.
Jancy got four buckles and a saddle from the
Utah Youth Rodeo for All-around Cowgirl
ages 7 and under. She got a trophy that’s up
to her shoulders for All-around Cowgirl 5
and under. Jaxon won two buckles and a
saddle for All-around Cowboy for 7 and
under. Jaxon won two more belt buckles for
rodeos here at home.

We love you all.

R

Lana,Kelly, Lisa, Jared, Dave,
Churistie, Laura, and Ondylyn

Lawson, Megnire, Jaxon, Broox,

Han.na]a, Brittneg, Au]:)reg, Jancq, La.na.,
Dixon, Caleb, and of course, Mickey!

Zacharg, Lau.rd, Greg, Ondglqn,
Hannah, Brianna, Jill, Anthony, Tanner
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Dear Family,, How great it was to see pictures of all of you at the family reunion. Thanks, Lawson for
getting those to me so quickly. I've printed many of them. The best part was when | was scrolling through
the CD the first time. | was on the phone with Lawson, telling him thank you and | came to the temple
pictures. Oh, my gosh! The feeling | had inside when | saw all my kids and kids-in-law [(and one grandkid and
inlaw) was so overwhelming! | started crying and babbling - it wasn't pretty! Thank youall of you for: 1)
Loving each other. 2] Getting together [ALL together]. 3) Letting all my grandchildren get to know their
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 4) Talking to me on the phone so | could feel part of it. 5) GDING TO THE
TEMPLE! You are such a wonderful bunch and | feel so humble and thankful to be your mother. It looks like
it was a great reunion! | missed being there so much, but | was so happy the whole time! It was good you
went to California this year. We probably couldn't afford it! Its sure tough being on this fixed income. By
the time we get home well be plum broke! But, it has been worth it.

Plus, wonderful news! The sale of the Bountiful house is supposed to close on Thursday Sept 9 or
Friday Sept 10. Were praying that nothing happens to mess it up. Were sure ready to be done with that
house. There for a while | thought it must be ours like till the end of the world or something. Hopefully the
Gilchrists will love it as much as we have! They can have it!

We've had a great summer. It was unusually mild, compared to Dallas summers. \We have taken twa
apartment inspection trips. One to the areas east and south of Dallas. Places like Lufkin, Nacodogoches,
Longview, Tyler and Marshall. \We stayed in an empty missionary apartment in Athens. Boy, was that an
experience. We ended up spending 8 hours + on Saturday cleaning the apartment instead of sight-seeing
like we had planned.

On the next trip we went east and north. We stayed in Gilmeragain in an empty apartment. Only this
time it was a nice, clean one and we loved it. We went to Quitman, Mount Pleasant, Wills Point, Idabel,
Oklahoma, and DeQueen, Arkansas. It was great. We love being with the young missionaries. And they
like us!

Lynn reminds me of two experiences we had with senior couples on that trip. In Mount Pleasant we had
lunch with the missionaries and the ward mission leader and his wife. The couple told us that while living in
Utah, they were called to serve as senior proselyting missionaries in that area. VWhen their mission was
over, they went back to the SL Valley and soon decided that they could be a lot more useful in Mount
Pleasant, Texas and so they put their house up for sale, pulled up roots and moved to Texas. They have
been living here for several years. Well, that's nice. | guess.

In DeQueen, we talked to the Branch President who told of a couple who, likewise were there on a
proselyting mission. They had a home in Maine but put it up for sale and returned to DeQueen to live. Yes,
| said, DeQueen - | know you have never heard of it. And they hadn't either before being called by the Lord
to serve there. And now they call it home. Can you believe it?

Many young missionaries have hopes and desires of returning to live here in Texas where they were so
happy and made so many friends. Il bet its partly because, for the first time in their 19 to 21 years of
living, they were really close to the Lord and the gospel and gave of themselves in unselfish service.
Hmmmmmm must be a lesson there somewhere.

We're beginning to think about the fact that October 21 marks 18 months since we went into the MTC.
We're sort of trunky in reverse. Its going to be so hard to [eave here. Especially since President Fisher
would really like for us to stay. He kept hinting and finally came right out and said he had a proposal. We
could have one or two months off and then return to Dallas. He'll be released in July 2005 and would
really like to not rock the boat. But | didn’t think it would be a good idea for us to leave just as a new
president came in. | said, President, you wouldn’t really want to do that to a new mission president would
you? He raised his eyebrows in a typical way and said, | wouldn't? \We thought we'd probably stay. \Who
can say no to their Mission President? | didn't think | could. But when we prayed about it we got the
distinct feeling that we should came home. When we talked to him, we said that unless he could issue a
call, or tell us the work would suffer, or that he was sure that Heavenly Father really wanted us here, we
felt we should go home. He told us that he couldn't CALL us and that it was just selfishness on his part.
He feels we've done a good job. And that's a big reward!

SO, we are coming home. We need to plan when and all about it. So let us know what you think. We
love you all.



