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Make sure you read this whole newsletter! Happy New Year to alll I can't believe it's
2007 but that happens every year so I just accept it and move on.

. = Here is a picture (left) of us and the Wilsons when we went

o the Mesa Temple to see the Christmas lights.
Christmas was fantastic. Mom#
and Lynn came. It's the first time we
have had anyone over for Christma

JOSeph may hcwe had like fish, cheese, figs, grape juice, flata :

bread, etc. We were going fo have fondue at the Burnetts but Lar'r'y goT s'rrep Throcn‘ so we

stayed home. A 217
Christmas day was lots of fun.kes

B4 g - The favorite thing for the kids wasjiee

S 7 }_‘prabably an electric car (picture at§§

o b right). They drove it so much the (
wore out the batteries (and did that{gkss
"“again for several days after). We also/ld -

S picked the six grapefruit that our new tree produced for us. We
enjoyed them for Christmas breakfast.

We rang in the New Year at Todd's parents' house. We made Peppermint ice cream (our
tradition) and had fun with the kids. They went to bed and we stayed up watching a movie.
Brittney made me promise to wake her up at 11:30 so I did. I brought her into the living room
to watch TV but she was so tired she went back to bed. T got her and Hannah up at 11:55 and
she was really mad that I hadn't woken her up (she didn't remember anything!). We had fun
the next day gathering pecans from the tree and making 8 dozen tamales!

Todd had the week off so Mom and Lynn helped us get the wood on our gates, clean the

-.1 T — — - —
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Mom and Lynn

Well, we finally made it — we’re on our
mission!

We were set apart by our Stake President on
the evening of December 31st. It was a great blessing
— for both of us. Les and kids, and Gwen and Ed and
kids were with us for the setting apart. Laura and
Greg and kids were on their way — but didn’t make it
in time. All were with us for New Year’s Eve
celebration after. You know, we sure love each one of
you!

We now have a couple of days of commuting
and training behind us. We’re liking the training but
sure hating the long commute. I guess we hadn’t really
thought through the strain and stress that commute
would place on us. Grandma feels she has to get up
shortly after 4 to get ready to go in time for the
devotional at 7:30. Then by the time we get home at
night it is time for bed again. We’ve talked with
several other missionaries who live in Utah County.
By the time they have been on their mission several
months most of them seem to have moved into an
apartment in Salt Lake. Another part of the commute
we find very disturbing is that we — especially Grandpa
— are having more and more difficulty seeing to drive at
night. I just don’t see as well at night as I used to. It’s
very stressful to me. Then, winter driving is not much
fun, either.

We haven’t ridden the bus yet. We’ll try that
tomorrow. It won’t get us there any quicker, but it
will be cheaper — and probably less stressful. We're
not sure what will evolve with the commute. Keep us

in your prayers.

We have had training in PAF (Personal
Ancestral File) the last couple of days. We have been
in training all the time so far. There were 25 or so
new missionaries come the same time we did. We
don’t yet know what assignment we will have —we’ll
get our assignments on Friday. There are about 25
‘zones’, and we could be assigned to any one of them
(except the “comfort zone”!). Only 5-6 of the zones
deal directly with the public. We had no idea the
wide variety of things we could potentially be doing.
We could be helping patrons find their ancestors,
maintaining computers and microfilm readers,
training new missionaries, helping with administering
the mission (400 full-time missionaries and 900 part-
time), repairing books which are falling apart, etc.
(Remember, there are about 25 zones — meaning they
have divided up the work into that many kinds of
jobs.)

We are encouraged to move our membership
records to one of the two Branches for missionaries
in Salt Lake. We attended there this past Sunday.
We liked it — but haven’t decided yet whether or not
we will move our records and attend there all the
time. We do love our ward here.

Please believe we’'re on a real mission. Keep
us in your prayers. Please keep us in mind when ever
you have family events — and invite us — knowing we
probably won’t be able to attend. Write us letters.
Send us cards, etc. We love each of you! You are in
our thoughts -EVERY DAY

It is now past 10:30 — and we’re still not in
bed! Got to go.

SOoTrensen

surgery.

D ember was a very Lusq month. A major l:teing Qix'
[t went pretty well. We are than'«_{:ul {:m’ ever’q!)oclq’s
prayers and Fo-r» Mom and ann’s ['\Elp. ‘)m very g[ac;f that it's

over. |(m sure you all L.now the story but EF you Jontt, give us a
call. L >

We had a great Christmas. \Y/e had a visit Fr-om the o !‘;’January ‘_'" “"
qus wi'\o L\‘r’ougi\t Wi'l:h tl’l&l"ll a nice surprise. Tl\anlq; guys Fcn" the ; . 7 Connie -
visit. o e . =

= 9 hristi

We had a Qooc] C!‘Wid:mas l)‘r'er)l'i. One cjﬂl-j we drove to # . 18 gte\:et ? }J—-
JGCI{SOD ’—Io;e to Iool»i at tl’me e”-(. One Aaq Aaron ancl Jaxon ";:-in 1 }iﬂ.:
moved the cows 12 miles to a pasture. And lots OF other Fun stuH:. ?‘; 9 Cason v
We all had Fun ringing in the new year. ;—__—-verq{malq ;taqu up ill 24 Rlley

.._‘:_j..t..LJ. ______ i D:.. ...‘L-
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The following newsletter entries were extracted by bribery Saturday, January 6.
Grandma threatened no chocolate cake till each kid wrote a little for the newsletter. So-family. '.
feel privileged to get these sweet words from the young Dyes and Wilsens: i

(\Written by Brianna)

Brianna is now in Utah. She is starting school the IS5 with the new semester at American Fork Ligh School
If you can't see you can't hear either. (A random comment made to Grandma while Brianna was writing this-Grandma's
going deaf and has te Lok at your meuth te understand what you're saying. You can figure why Bri wrote this in her
newsletter entry-Grandma cantl) She (Brianna) alse got bangs and Amy thought you should all know. (Laura had
just cut her hair) Grandma Vilson's ward is very nice. Prianna is living in Jenny / guest room at \Vilson's house. She
also enjoys writing in the ™ person.

Jeff writes: \J
ilola, Mi familial £Como Estas? This is Jeff writing for the Vilsons-Bri/Amy Sue. Things areR)_[=
good amongst us. As you should know, but you may not. we now live with my dad's parents. That's going 77<
well. but we definitely miss Grandma y Grandpa. |ve been off the Anasazi trail for about a month new, and H }\
life is definitely wenderful/amazing. Dad is in the process of moving to his trashy trailer, and Rich is in

Korea. Yup.

| didn't force Leslie to write the following: She just ate her cake and it inspired herl

Rich is going to be an FD@ (Fire direction officer)-the one whe does the calculations for the big guns-and a
platoon leader. Ue says he has a big apartment with Lots of furniture and that he's making friends. Le is going to the
field in the cold and snow for 23 days.

RICH’S E-MAIL ADDRESS IS:

richard.s.wilson@us.army.mil

Greg has been working really hard. e had to paint every room and move by himself. | packed up as many
things as | could while | was there, but he has had a Lot to do at home as well as his job as branch chief. Le is getting
his retirement papers dene which is alse a Lot of werk

We have had some sad news in our family. Paisley (our dog) stayed with a family in Sierra Vista over
Christmas and escaped one day and was run over by a car. \Ve are all really sad 5he was 9 years old and we had
had her since she was 6 weeks old.

| am busy getting all of the administrative business of moving done. Things like doctors and dentists and

erthedontists as well as school records and other stuff. After the kids get in scheol | will
be able to start working on some things I've been wanting to do. [l probably also volunteer ng
0: E : at the schools tutering math or semething 2
CJ‘ Amy Sue -
C ey fam, this is Amy. Life is good for me. I'm just going to school and getting readyé’g )

for my mission. |ve started on my papers and [lL be able to turn them in soon. After this
semester | can apply for my program (Clinical Lab Science). Then I'lL only have one more year of classes and six
months at the hospital. 5o | have it all planned out and I'm excited about il Christmas was wenderful | hope
everyene is great. | Love youl
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The Utah Burnetts

Decevwber wias 4 wice wonth for us. We enjoyed the family Christwmas get together at Laura’s
house. Thew we went to Mom and Lynn's and spent the night there. The Rids weren't happy about
having to go to ALL of church at a strange ward! But they did it anyway and | don't think theyll
nave any Long term emotional problems from it.

The holidays were really great. We had a wice Christmns Bve at home. We went through the
Christmas story, reading the seriptures and singing songs. Cason just wanted to go to bed <o the time
would pass quickly! we've always been Lucky that our kids don't wake up terribly early Christimas
mornbing. 'm not sure what the thme was but | think it was around 2am when we went out to see what
Santa left us. Bveryone was excited and happy with their gifts. We got a Nintendo Wil game system
for the family and that's been a Lot of fun. We typically end up with some fighting or problems during
the day ow Christmas, but we went all the way through with everyone staying happy and nice with
each other. we usually have Chinese take out for Christmas Eve dinner, but didint sinee it was on
Sunday. So we found a Chinese place that was opew on Chiristmas day. We had a reaily nice meal ana
once again didn't have any problems with the kids. It was very nice!

For New Years weekend we went dowwn to visit Dad and Connie in Kanab. The weather was bad
getting down there and it was pretty chilly at his house, but no snow. We trimmed horse hooves and
worked on the dog (wolf) rum for Sonic. Todd and Loreen started that project when they were there
before Thanksgiving and we finished it up while we were there. It was a Lot of work and Connie is very
happy to have it done. She wanted it done so badly because Dad is golng in for knee replacement
surgery soow (it was scheduled for Jan. 15 but has beew postponed because his blood is Low), so she will
have to tend to all the animals and she’s a Little nervous with Sonic! Connie and Kelly were both real
troopers and helped a town with the wolf run. Ben (Melanie's husband) also came out a couple of the days
and helped. we also had a Lot of fun riding 4 wheelers and hunting jack rabbits.

L think it would be nice of us to keep Connie and Dad in our thoughts and prayers especially
over the next while. Dad is very slow and weak; takes a ot of naps and such. And that doesn't have
anything to do with his knee problems. Now he's going in for knee surgery and 1 reatly worry about
his ability to recover from it. He doesn't even have strength or energy to get through normal daily
activities right now and recovering from that surgery is going to require a Lot wore than
normal. | Rnow it's going to be a tremendous strain on Connie and | know she would
appreciate calls from us to support her through this.

we had an Eagle cowrt of honor for 4 boys in our ward. we had some people bring a
real Eagle. Here are a couple of pictures of Tanner and Cason with the Eagle ready to eat them.

Tanner and Thayne are starting Roy recreation basketoatl. They have beew practicing and will
start games this next week. They're both excited for that. Cason, Tanner and | will be starting hunter’s
safety classes this next Saturoay also. They think they want to be mighty hunters!
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gacﬁu'r#:

. Jad-dite’s collacting things as usual.

/lom-0s doing primary singing time things.

gac-q m;dwgabmrgmd‘!hm&bg out&tcagc.
Vabella-0s foreign and plays on the computer.

e |

S ;A MDd

Gndy:

" Jhe Dye family is doing xeally well. We went to the Forensen’s house for Christmas and had a veally
fun time. We got to sled behind horses and the boys all went shooting. U practiced dviving with my Dad and U
read the Driver’s handbook all in one day. cfhe day after we got back, U went and got my driver’s peemit. cNow U
Just have to sign up for driver’s ed.

Jhe weekend after Cheistmas we went up to out cabin with about 30 teenage kids and played games and
want snowboarding and played games. Wa had a eally fun time thers.

We have kids from the high school over at our house almost every day. Gux house is now officially the

'ty Pad spends most of his time at work ox working on coins and puzzles. ¢fly ¢ftom works on Primary
stuff and buys food and things fox parties. Hhe's also a chauffeur for oux friends. cfinthony has a pass to
ﬂuyomsoh;ouémwéoadm#abt. meﬂutfuvb&nmdpimmddmmwdoﬁomwd. gupbﬂé

Christmas Gift Exchange:

, , Giver Receiver
Family Reunion News: “Sem— —
The reunion is going to be at the Anthony Thayne
Dye Family cabin in Scofield this year. Ondy Bixoh
Leslie and Laura are in charge of it. Zachary i
Loreen and Lana are in charge of the Caiiah Briaini
Humanitarian project (call them if you Tanner Riley
have ideas). We have two options for Thayne asnah
dates and we need everyone's inpuf Lande Zachary
now so we can all save the dates. Meg Ondylyn
Jeremy is reporting his mission on Sun. Brittney Rix
July 8. We can have the reunion Sun., Hannah Landen
July 8 (evening) to Wed., July 11 or we Aubrey Tanner
can have it Wed., July 11 (evening) to Caleb Meg
Sat., July 14. Please call Laura or Taseon Brittney
Leslie BY FEBRUARY 14 if you have a Jancy Anthony
preference. Broox Cason
Dixon Aubrey
Rix Caleb

Riley Jancy



