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. Bryce Canyon’s serene vistas are deceptive; -
the landscape is never static. Stand at the rim
in early morning and experience the chilly
dawn, crystalline blue sky, and rocks ablaze
with the ruddy light of sunrise. After breakfast,
walk the rim and your shifting perspective
dramatically recomposes the scene below. The
Sun arcing across the sky casts a kaleidoscope
of slowly altered hues and shifting shadows
over the land. You peel off layers of clothing as
the air rapidly warms—as much as 40°F from
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“dawn to 'late‘afternoon. Thin air can leave
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you short of breath. The high elevation that
causes these effects also creates the climate
that weathers the cliffs and bulbous columns
called hoodoos. After sunset, as the chill
returns, listen through the advancing twilight
for the faint clatter or murmur of the stones
tumbling in the distance. At Bryce Canyon the
forces of weathering and erosion never rest,
not even for a day. This dynamic, mesmerizing
place is like no other.
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Geology ot Bryce Canyon

LIVES OF THE HOODOOS ANCIENT LAKES COLORADO PLATEAU
Weathering and erosion shape these ¥4
statuesque rock features, but unlike
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This does not mean you can stop

From Grand Canyon at the bottom,

STEPS THROUGH TIME Layers

in rock are like the chapters in a through Zion National Park in the just anywhere along the 100-mile-

huge history book that describe middle, to Bryce Canyon National long Grand Staircase and see all ,
how Earth developed. Where Park near the top of the staircase, 525 million years of this history. |
can you read the only unabridged  this rock record recounts a history  Earth’s curvature would not let

edition of the planet’s history? of 525 million years. you do that.

Right here.

Elsewhere on Earth the geological  As this illustration shows, the
The Grand Staircase (illustration sequences have been interrupted exposed cliff faces of the tilted
above) is the world’s most com- by uplift of mountain ranges or rock formations suggested the
plete sequence of sedimentary carving and scouring action by staircase metaphor. The pink cliffs
rocks—rocks formed over vast glaciers. In the Grand Staircase, at Bryce Canyon are the top step
timespans from sediments built however, very few gaps mar the of the staircase.
up in lakes, inland seas, swamps, sequence. Most chapters and even
deserts, and forests. pages of this book are still intact.
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Starry Night

’ High elevation, clean dry air, and Ia ot llgnt pollution
make Bryce Canyon one of E?}"th ’s darkest places. With
our Dark Rangers’ help, Bryce Canyon offers you ultimate
stargazing. High-quality darkness is ablaze with starlight. -
On moonless nights the Milky Way looks like a huge silvery
rainbow from horizon to horizon. Venus and Jupiter are so
bright they create shadows.
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Powerful telescopes reveal the new stars inside nursery ! 'B)?yE:xUt';:gi?;al
i .

nebulae, shock waves from exploded stars, and ancient i :

1

globular clusters seem like diamonds on black velvet.

435-834-5322
1 www.nps.gov/brca

Millions of light years beyond, but reached by our tele- g’ B Caron 12 ohe
scopes, other galaxies of all shapes and sizes inspire the P of over 400 parks in
imagination. Making the most of a bright full moon, our { the National Park

. . . § ; System. Learn more
Dark Rangers offer guided night-hikes among the moon- b Suthational parks
lit hoodoos. Bryce Canyon is the perfect place to see why | and National Park

Service programs,
at www.nps.gov.
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astronomy fascinates so many people. Use our website to
plan your stellar visit.
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