
view ,of Red Canyon's fa~'ous t totems. 

-INTRODUCTION: 

welcome to R~d Canyon iocated in th'e heart ,(if ' 
. the Dixie National Forest drid western gateway to 
Scenic Byway 121. 

The awe inspiring drive through Red _Canyon . 
sets the stage for Bryce Canyon Nation"'al fark, 
GrandStaircase Escalan.te National Nonu'ment . 
and Capitol Reef National Park along its 124 
mile trav.erse:. Three state parks and nl1m'erous -

~ recreationr:t,l opportuniti~s al~o ~b~und ,along this 
, ~ 'unforgettable corridor through the past. , 

, ' 

Pink Ledges Trail #3074 

Rating: Easy to Moderate 

Distance: .5 Mile 

Average Hiking Time: 45 Minutes 

Red Canyon'Visitor Center 

Dixie National Forest 

Highw<\y 12 

(435) 676-2676 f~r information 

" , 

1 I"~ 

GENERAL OVERVIEW:, 

. _ To use this~rail g~ide, follow the nu-inbered 
stops on the trail, which correspond t'o the 
identifYing n\~mbers in this guide. ' , , 

, .... '\ I .r. 

, " 

, The ~i~k L~dge; '1' rair is an ea~y to ,tPoderate " 
, \ me n:ile r~und irip h_ike b~ginning at the .' " , . 
, Hood09 Trail junction west. of the visitor 
center Jand ending at the re~tored podunk G~a'fd 
Station. ,", ," " " ' 

,- - 1-

. Thi~ hike is perf~<,:tJo; those' wh~ have '~1imited 
amount of time or don't ~~nt anything to~ ", .. 
strenuous. ', The tra~l wi~ds along the n9rth ,side .­

: 'qf the c,anyon through a sh:~~y pi~e forest ,and 
, ,contains ~few moderately steep rises .alo,ng'a 
. sloped pathway. Hikers will' be treated' with ' 

. , a,dose-up view of the 
, inc;edible geo~6gy and', 
, plant communitie~, that~' 

Least C:hipmun~ , 

make Red CanyoiI: a- : 
'natural wonder. ' . 

"1 '.' 

Be sure tbhave gooQ sturdy f~0twear a~d t~ke 
, along plentybf water to ' a~pid ~ehydration. 

Please st~y'on estaplished trails to pr~tect-.this 
fragile , ecosystem,. ' ; c 

~ • I • ; , 

-I,TRAILH~AD: -
, , -

, The trailhead and beginning for this guide is 
located at the junction 6f the Hoodoo 'Trail 
~30i 1 and the Pink~~dges 'Trair~3674 . . 

. INTERPRETIVE GUIDE' 
- ~ ,,' 

TO THE 
.. PINKLEDGESTRAIL 

RED CANYON, UTAH 

(/' ") 

- f 



Beginni.ng -Trail J4nction 1 ,- Ho~d~o ' 
' Trail#~Oll and Pink Ledg~sTrair#3074. ' 

, 'As you sit Olf the bench adjacent 
'to Ppst , 1 you will notic~ the black " 

, rock capping the ,djstant' red a~d " 
,white layers of'sedimentary', r~'~k. 
The ,blac;k rock is an jgneous rock 
known as "basalt" andj~ evidence 

, , ' ' of a volcanic eruption event, that 
occurred in the geologic past., 

I ~. _ 

, Basalt capping the Claron formation , 

A'1arge pond~r0sa p!n~ tr~~ ' and 
hoodoos frame a distant view 
,of t~e M~~kagun't Plateau ' and 

, Scenic ByWay 12 below. The high 
elevation Markagunt Plateau is a 

, sist~i pl~teau ~o the Paunsaugunt 
" 'Plateau which-Red Ca~yon is ', 

, carved into. ' In the distance you can :see' c'iri~ter 
cqnes,., th~ remnants of ancient volCanoes', , 
~hi¢h erupteq' within t~e last 10,900 y~ars. 
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, The Li~ber: Pine 
'(Pinus flexiiis) can be ' , 

, J ~denti:fied by its fle*ible limbs and 
fo.ur:-hve' 'needle bundles. Jts' large; 
wit?-gles~' pine "n~ts" have high 

'energy content and pro~ide critical f~od for 
,rodents' and birds which' often cache the se~d for 
later use~ 

\ -., 

You will begin to ascend ~everal small swltchv 
backs' on the trail as it continues through rock 
jormatians, Ponderosa fine and Douglas Fir. 

This shrub is Greenleaf Manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos patul~), ~ , Spanish ' 
wordw:hidl, mealfs "little ~pple." 
The name ,comes from the fruit 
that emerges 'dllring the summer. 
Manzanita is easi'ly Identified by '" 

, ,its flat 'green leaves and smooth " 
mah9gany-red bark. American 

Indians used the 
leaves to cure, 
stotriac;h ailments 

POST, 
Geologists use the term "Hoodoo" 
to describe th~ myStical ap.d 
magical appearance of the rocks ' 

, that make Red, Canyon famous. ' 
Hoodoos are columns, pinn~cles 
or pillars of rock that have variable 
thickness a~d a totem pol~ shaped 

" appearance. The , formation of 
, , these hOQd60s started nearly 10 million years 

ago with {the relentless agents of weathering and 
erosion attacking the weaker layers leaving th~ "; 
more resistant layers in place. C - ' 

These hoodoos 'are mainly composed of the 
se~imentary rock known ' as limestone and get 
their disti~ctpihk, red and y.ellow coloration , 
from tiny iron-rich clay particles contained in 
'the 'rocks. ' 



, ) 

he trail continues desce~ding 
-.....I+t"""i~ong the .edge ol ~ smaIl side ,.' 

canyon passing aro~n4 'a large 
'ponderosa 'pine tree. , 'The ' , 
. ponderosa, pine (Pinus ponderosa) , 

is recognized by' ' 
its coarse reddish ' 

bi-own bark and long, 2-3 
. needle bu~dles': Take a 
mori:J.ent 'to smell .the d~eply . 

, .furrowed bark 'which will 
: gi~e the 'hint of va~illa or ' . 
'butterscotch. ' , 

, I, 

Standing or sitting at-ihi,s 
.1~cat~on, you will lnotice, a, ". 
large DougIa's ,fir (Pseud~~suga 
menzies'ii) tree easily r~cognized , 
by the papery COlles with b~a~ts ' 

L'===:::'J'. that, lo~k like ~ ~ouse's hind 
,~ , " 'feet and tail. 'Nu~erous speci~s , 

~f .songbirds· ~x~r,act I se~ds from"Douglas fir ' 
, cbnes or forage for:seeds on the ground. .-

1,-, t 

" , - Douglas fir trees ' 
grow in th,e ' , 
more 'slIad¢d 
north aspects of 
Red qa:nyon. 

Ancierit· Stre,\p1 C'hannel ~ Th.~ 
cOJ;lcret,e lookIng 'rock 'material 
't~at you se'e at 'this stop' offers, ; 
, cl~es to -'the d~positio~ of .the' Red ' 
r Canyon rock layers. The rounded ' 

L::===::::::::J: pebbles ,scattered' ai~ng the ground 
." .are reinrtants' -of sedimentary ) ", " 

and metamorphic rocks that formed ~ la~ge '. 
.mountain chain along 'dIe boundary of-what is 

. 'now eastern N~va~a ~ndr w~st~rn Utah. ~ Thes~ 
well traveled rocks have"been' ttanspqne'd"), " 
nearly 200 miles by. riv~rs and strearps that>': . 
fl;wed into an 'ancient fr~sh~ater lC;1ke. This ' 

. , lake was ~nown as the .Claron L~k~ System -- . 
and covered much of southern Utah betwee~ ' ' 
50-3-5 million yea~s ag~> ' . , ' 

(" , 
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J'fo.oddos alo;'g the Pink ledges Trail 
, . I 

r;:::====::::;-] / Trail Junction)2 - Take a rno'ment 
, ' , 'to sit, rela~ and enjoy t,4e view ' 

'. , 

'aro'Und y~~. T,p,is is . a good ~top 
,to take pidur~s, ~s ,the colors" 
. telxtures and shadows,of Red' r 

t.=::::::':::::::::::::J ,Cap.yon ar~ 'oll,dispiay all.a;ound. 
, :There' is aiso,agood view' '0£ Rea, 

, C~nyo'n's famous totems to the left 'of the ' 
. bench;> " , 

,.-' Trail' lU:J1~tl~n ' 3 --Stay to ~he ·left: . . Trail- , 
'~ ~eariders ' through ponderosa pine, 
:. rocky mountain juniper, pinyon pine 
" .arid manzanita. ' ',.- " 

, , 

r;:::'=P=O=ST:::::;:::::;l Numerous 'plants are seen from 
this ~h~ded' lc?catio,n such as . 

,O'r~gori 'Grape (Mahorl:~a, repen's)~ 
Yucca'{Yuccautaherisis); and, , 
Roc~y.Mount~in J~niper ' ' 

1..--__ '--' " (]~niperus .scopularum) . 

. Rocky.Mountain Juniper "\' 
( , y-' •• 



r, 
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Walking along the fin:al s~g~ent 
of the Pin:k L~dges T~'~il, you 
will notice the small to medium 
sized rock fragments that cover 
the trail. Passing through a series 

'-=~~~ of s~al1 gullies provides a lithic 
, ~napshot into the processes that 

are continually shaping Red Canyon. , These 
proc~sse~ along with grayity are' kno'wn as 
weathering ~~d erosion. 

Weathering is the breaking down of larger 
rocks into smaller rocks. Erosion is the . " 

, process of transporting th~ debris created'by ' 
this constant cycle, and revealing new layers 
u~derneath . . During ~umrrier thunderstorm 
events, th~se small gullies will carry .the 

, materIal broken apart by frost wedging 
" 4~rin'g the winter, seas~iL < 

; , 

" ' 

Brdnze Evening 
Primrose -

" 

, Porcupinf 

o~ either ,~ide of the trail 'is a ', ' 
large ,scratch i~ t~e trunk of a , . 
two needle'pinyon'pine (Pinus 
edulis)., A porcupine (Erethizort . , 
dorsatuin) mad~· this mark. : 
Porcupines. chew bark and:twigs 
for nutrition during. times of, 

limited food ' resou~ces': 'American tndia~s that 

-, , 

' traveled through and lived in this area: utilIzed ",.' 
these trees for various needs inclllding the , 
harv~sting of a riuythat se,rved ,as' a seasonal ", '. ' 
food staple,. 

r;::::====::;J The Podunk Guard Station is a 
symbol of a bygone era. 'Guar~ :' 
'stations like this ,one we're once 
the seasonal residen'ce ,6fFores! .. 
Sefvi~e rangers. 'The winters ,' 

t.====.J were spent in town, but once 
the snoW melted arid work 

~ould ~e doneJin the 'field, the ranger or 

. other employees yrould move. into the guard 
stit~or:t . Th~ ranger's family might also 'spend-
. . ') , , 

the summer at the station. . 

By th~ 1960s roads ,and vehicles pad improved 
to ,the point, that many C?f the guard stations 

' we~e not ~sed as ' often ~ ,pixie National Forest 
employees still uSe gua!d stations when " 
working,in remote ',areas pI the .fo;est for 
extended p~riods of time. This guard ,station 
'was originally located along P~dunk 'Creek 
on th~ East Fork of the Sevier Ri~er. It ~'as ' 
relocated hexe in, 1999. 

Looking through the. tall'ponrlerosa pine, trees to the left 
?! the GuardS,ta,tion notice the natural win~ow. 

Explore this trail, enjoy what you 
see, speculate how it got there, 
and leave it intact for the next 
visitor. If you would like to 
recycle this trail guide, please 

return it to the trail guide 
dispenser or visitor center. 


